CAROL J. LEWIS

375 Possurm Pass « West Paim Beach, FL 33413-2230

January 8, 1998

F. Andrew Turley
Supervisory Attormey

Central Enforcement Docket
Federal Flection Commission
965 E Street, NUW,
Washington, D.C. 20463

RE: MUR 4646

Dear Mr. Turley:

Would you please advise us of the status of our complaint, either by call, fax or
note? On reading the attached article, we fear we may be just another statistic at
this poiat.

smeerely yours.

Lol {:’,)* (J[iw"szs

’ N
Carol 1. Lewis

ce: Jack Scarola, Esq.
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Elections oversight agency buried by new cases, backlog of data -

rd
TR ese York 1imss

SWASHINGTON — Life these days at the Fedd

" Election Commivsion — the orphared ovedt
_M agency ol big-money poliics ~- summons
intBges of Luvy Ricardo on the chocolatedactory
asdembly line, aowmm.dmo_% trying o keep 4o ag the
c&dy rofls by on the conyeysr beft.
s are tresh asns of Snancial dats that have
leg by candidates already wundling forth in
e 1998 congressional cycle; so, tod, wail the es-
cfusted backiogs nol just from the 1956 electons,
bt fm bagenng 19594 casea

"

conceded Lawrence Noble, the electiop commis
sibn'e general covnsel, trying io come ic ferms with
still another ratcheting up of hia slapstick work
wiorld.

- 'He is rving the fact that, despite all the months
of furious fucus on campaign finance shuses by the
incumben? politicians over in the Capitol, it turns

7 °it's hard to kerp up with tiie sssembly fine,”

out that, by his reckoning, the main change next
year at the commission will be even more triage.

In its closing rush, Congress, after hearingsinto
such complex campaign preblems 28 money laun-
dering. hidden foreign donations apd the politicat
wonder currensy known as “seft money,” rejected a
Budgat request fo zdid 27 enforcement specialisis to
the FEC.

The commission now has 52 vestigators T ying
te track the ofien ingenious, sometimes scandalous
ways of canitalization that politicians are constantiy
repetfecting or reimperfecting.

In the coming congrestional and presidentizt .
cycles, commission investigulors expect an 2ven
bigger boom in the soft:money universe of enliriit:
ed, unregulated "party” contributions that, routed
roundabout ie candidates, came to dominate this
year’s scandal inquiries.

“The net result is thai cases that shouid be
handled are going to be dismissed,” Nobie szid of

the personnel shortage 2t the FEC, where the triage
ctice has meant that 217 of 319 promising cases
rave alrezdy been put aside, inactive and likely to
stay that way. “And cases we are handling wilf take
much longer than they should and will be investi-
gated fess tharoughly” he said.

Thiis ia the state of hard facts and soft money at
an agency that, as MNoble describes i, is rooted in
“the oddity thatwe are regu!ating those who control
our budger” '

The 55 million in reiected financing for en-
forcement would have been a mere lagniappe in the
farger world of Capitel pork. But Congress did
MzNage $ome exirz money — o7 moi€ campuiers
and for a1 cutside audit of an agency slready widely
criticized as having beet custom-tooled [or tnzction
by the major parties’ lerds and lawyers.

“[ have yet {0 See & compater that can take a
deposition, write an inlerregatory, interview a wit-
ness,” Noble said. He is rankled that Congress

mads # “very clear” that there will b¢ no E&wa@
enforcement workers a3 the FEC, whalever the
drumbeat may otherwise be on the Hill for 28§
manne¥ of independent counssl and grand jury in-
quiries inta the 1996 elecdons. ok

The hobbled commission gets litle respect from™
any quarter in the campaign reform debate.

“Even il you added 52 more people, don't thankTT
youd have any more product coming out of the ¥
FEC,” said Kent naﬁ%ﬁ«. & former commission et ¥
ecutive who is now director of the Cenfer for Re™$
sponsive Politics, 2 nonpartisan waichdog group.” >

“Thete's a very narrow fanel at the end cotdy
frofling afl these cases,” he noted, describing il
perennial stendofiz on taking major actions, which,
are produccd by a siereember comajasion del¥
sigtied for 3 33 split berween party appointecs.

Beyond that, the level of experiise needed tohd .

unravel political conspiracies itvoiving soft money:”:
i racing beyond the FEC, in Cooper's view. Noblest
ingista it is there, but needs bolstering. T
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